Read the in-depth knowledge of Canadian Ministers on hazards facing their citizens
should marijuana legalization pass the Canadian Parliament, such as this from MP
Kellie Leitch: “As a pediatric surgeon, I spent most of my professional career
putting children back on the playground to play. This bill does exactly the
opposite of taking care of kids.” https://openparliament.ca/bills/42-1/C-45/?page=1
MP David Sweet: “What we are saying is that there is a massive number of risks that we are
concerned about, and the government has not taken them into consideration. Data shows 30%
to 40% of young people who use cannabis under the age of 25 will develop psychotic disorders,
depression, and anxiety disorders. Let me repeat that, upward of one-third of people under 25
who use marijuana will develop psychotic disorders, depression, or anxiety disorders. That is far
too many.”
MP Garnett Genuis: “it is beyond fanciful
that a government would claim that if we
legalize something, if we make it easier to
access and use something, if we make it
legal for people to grow something in their
own homes, we are to see less use. Yes,
marijuana use is too high, and we can talk
about the reasons for that right now, but it is
fanciful to the extreme to suggest that
making it easier to grow and get something
will make people less likely to access it…..
Organized crime will participate in illegal
businesses where there is a profit to be
made, that is certain…. The Mafia benefited
from alcohol prohibition. However, its history
stretched for hundreds of years before that. It
was a response to emergent cultural
phenomena that led to that. Its ultimate
decline was not the result of legalization of
anything; rather, it was a change in the
criminal law, with the introduction of laws that
allowed law enforcement to target organized
crime directly…… We have a government that is trying to justify an election promise based on
the fact that the Prime Minister has said that he has smoked marijuana while being a member of
Parliament, and then talks about a public health approach. That clearly sets such a terrible
example when parents, teachers, and others are trying to communicate with young people that
there are real, dramatic, substantial dangers associated with marijuana.”
MP Ted Falk: “Does the legislation really meet the objectives that the Liberals have stated, that
is, to minimize the access that youth would have to cannabis? Does he believe that allowing
every household in Canada to have four mature marijuana plants would minimize the exposure
and access that youth would have to cannabis?”
MP Wayne Stetski: “About a year ago, I met with the Canadian Nurses Association. I asked
one of the nurses there what she thought about the legalization of marijuana, and some of the
concerns….. She said that she has a friend who works in emergency rooms in Colorado, where

MP Jacques Gourde: “A
number of my colleagues
opposite are saying that it is just
pot. I invite them to visit the
psychiatric wing of a hospital
and to see what happens when
loved ones are held in a secure
wing, under surveillance 24/7,
because they no longer know
how to live and are a danger to
themselves. I invite them to go
and see these poor people who
have been disrupted and
dehumanized. Then I want to
hear what they have to say.”

marijuana has now been legal for a number of years, and that this friend had said that the
number one thing that was now bringing people through the doors of emergency rooms in
Colorado was related to marijuana, either because of impaired accidents, both automobile and
otherwise, and paranoia from combining mental health prescription drugs with marijuana.
Therefore, I would like to ask the member this. Do you feel comfortable that the proposal you
have brought forward will actually keep Canadians safe?”
MP Luc Berthold:” Since I live in a rural area, in a community that is very worried about what is
happening in Canada for the first time in its history, I cannot honestly imagine that, deep down,
the members opposite are happy about moving forward with Bill C-45. I am not the only one
who thinks so. There is very strong opposition in my riding, of course. Police bodies,
municipalities, and provincial governments are also opposed to having this kind of legislation
imposed on them and especially object to the government's utterly irrational agenda with regard
to Bill C-45. Doctors, psychiatrists, scientists, and leaders everywhere are speaking out……….
If young people under 25 are allowed to use cannabis, this will have a serious impact. It has
been proven that this can have a permanent and possibly very serious effect on their mental
health and brain development. I will not start quoting scientists and all the studies that have
been done on that, for there are too many to name.”
MP Bernard Généreux: “The Liberals
want to usher in the type of world where,
MP Joël Godin: “He is saying
starting July 1, 2018, a 12-year-old will be
able to legally access marijuana. I have
that, because the penalties
children and grandchildren. In all honesty,
imposed on young people in the
I cannot believe that, in a developed
past had no effect, we should
country like ours, we are going to be
sending a message to kids that it is
give up. That means that we are
perfectly acceptable and easy to do drugs
unable to curb the distribution and
whenever they want. Does my colleague
sale of drugs. Mr. Speaker,
have any grandchildren? Does he think
correct me if I should not be
that the day when they can easily buy
drugs on a street corner will be a good day
saying this, but that is a cowardly
for his grandchildren?”

approach. It is unacceptable,
because it means shirking our
responsibilities. Instead of dealing
with the problem, we are
legalizing marijuana because we
are unable to take control of the
situation. That means that, if
there are other problems in
society, we will simply say that,
because we are unable to take
control, because we cannot find a
solution, we will give up and open
the door wide. It is irresponsible.”

MP Ed Fast: “When we talk about
legalization, we have to understand what
this legislation would do. It would
normalize the use of marijuana in
everyday life across Canada. Like
cigarettes, which were normalized many
years ago, and the same with booze,
marijuana would now become an
accepted part of Canadian life. The
message we send to our children would
be a terrible one. It is one that says we
give up, we surrender, because we are no
longer going take action to eliminate the
use of marijuana and other drugs in our
society. We are simply going to go, as my

colleague said, the coward's way: acquiesce and legalize it.”
MP Mark Warawa:” In the years since it was legalized in Colorado, the state has seen an
increase in marijuana-related traffic deaths, in poison control calls for aid, and in emergency
room visits. The marijuana black market has increased in Colorado, not decreased. Numerous
Colorado marijuana regulators have been indicted for corruption. Dr. Harry Bull, superintendent
of Cherry Creek Schools, said, “We were promised funds from marijuana taxes that would
benefit our communities, particularly schools.” This superintendent is in charge of one of the
largest school districts in the United States. He went on to say, “So far, the only thing that the
legalization of marijuana has brought to our schools has been marijuana.”
MP Bob Saroya: “There is currently no instrument that can accurately measure the level of
marijuana impairment roadside. Canada is unable to train officers at home on how to recognize
marijuana-impaired driving. We do not have the technology or resources, so the government
needs to send officers for expensive, lengthy training in the United States. Our police forces do
not currently have the resources and the training required to manage the increased threat of
impaired driving associated with the legalization of marijuana. This training currently has
backlogs and wait lists. Canada is not ready for
this.”
MP Bernard Généreux: “the
MP Len Webber: “Last month at the World
Liberals keep on boasting that
Psychiatric Association's world congress in
Berlin, the community was presented with
their actions are based on
further evidence that marijuana use by youth
science and the facts. That is
can facilitate the onset of schizophrenia and
what they have been telling us
other psychosis conditions in certain people.
non stop for the past two
Complications may include cognitive
impairment, social isolation, and even suicide.
years, and yet, the science is
These are the doctors who are talking. These
quite clear”
are the physicians, the scientists, and the
health care providers who are saying this. The
reality is that not all our youth are aware of this
body of scientific research and so they are not making informed decisions when it comes to
marijuana drug use, and that has to change. It is imperative that we inform our young people
that using this drug, marijuana, will likely have serious, permanent, and negative effects on their
brain and their mental health….. Not a single witness in committee advocated against an
early and intense public education campaign, so why is the Liberal government not starting
now with an education campaign?”
MP Kevin Waugh: “I thank the hon. member for Calgary Confederation for bringing this up.
Education is first and foremost. I ask my colleague how he thinks the government should
deal with this, other than throwing money at it, which is two years too late.”
MP Alain Rayes: “First, the government claims to be protecting the health of young persons by
restricting access to cannabis while protecting them from inducements to use it. This objective
will simply not be met. To begin with, if we allow Canadians to grow up to four cannabis plants
at home, it will be impossible to control children's access to the drug… Second, the government
believes that it will deter the illicit activities associated with cannabis…. Cynthia Coffman,
Attorney General of Colorado, said. She is not a Conservative here in the house. She said that
criminals were still selling marijuana on the black market, that a host of cartels were operating in
Colorado, and that crime has not gone down since marijuana was legalized. Third, the
government claims to be making our roads safer. However, in every state and every country

where cannabis was legalized, the drug-impaired driving rate increased… Fourth, the
government thinks it will be providing access to quality-controlled cannabis. That is an odd goal
considering that this government cannot in any way regulate the home grow that it is allowing.”
MP Robert Sopuck: “I would like to focus, however, on the government's claim that somehow
legalizing marijuana will put paid to the illegal trade. A perfect policy experiment just happened
in the last decade or so, and that is the case of cigarettes. Cigarettes are legal. They are socalled controlled. They are kept out of the hands of children, and so on. However, the illegal
trade has not only flourished, but it has expanded, and that is because, as the taxes on “legal”
tobacco are increased, it is very easy for organized crime to undercut the so-called government
cigarettes. The exact same thing will
happen with marijuana.”
MP Robert Gordon Kitchen: “The
MP Michael Cooper: “Madam
Speaker, if the government was truly
member talked about the legislation
interested in keeping marijuana out of
dealing with impaired driving. The
the hands of our kids, it would back
member may not know, but I was a
off from its policy on homegrown
victim of a stoned, impaired driver
marijuana. How is that going to keep
marijuana out of the hands of our
when I was 16 years old. That
kids? I do not know if it occurred to
impaired driver got off free of charge.
the government, but just about
I was left for dead on the side of the
everyone under the age of 18
happens to live in a home, and it is
road, with brain matter draining out of
proposing
to allow up to four
my ear. Half of my face was gone. It
marijuana plants per home…. What
took me years to recover from that.
hypocrisy. What nonsense…. I would
Yet this member stands in front of
say that I reject the approach taken
by the government, which is to
me, unfortunately, and tells me that
legalize, normalize, and promote the
this legislation is there to stop people
use of marijuana. We can look at the
on the road when it will not keep
state of Colorado, for example,
people off the road. They are going
which went down this road. Prior to
to be out there and driving because
legalization, marijuana use among
youth in the state of Colorado
there is no way to test them. There is
ranked
14th in the U.S. After
no piece of equipment available to
legalization, Colorado is now number
test and make sure that these people
one.”
are off the road.”
MP Gérard Deltell: “Madam
Speaker, it is with great disgust and
sadness that I rise today to speak
again to this bad bill that will have a major impact on the lives of our children, adolescents,
and parents. If by some misfortune this bill is passed and the government's goal of
legalizing marijuana on July 1, 2018, is achieved, this will have an adverse and terrifying
effect on Canadian families…. the procession of family tragedies that this will generate, the
procession of lives destroyed, and the procession of incredibly destructive problems that
Canadians will face, like the people of Colorado and Washington have for far too many
years, will be on the Liberal government….. I will never understand how the government

decided, without laughing at people, that the launch date for legalization would be Canada
Day. There are 365 days in a year, and it chose Canada Day to launch its bad policy. It is
totally unacceptable, and un-Canadian to do that.”
MP Arnold Viersen: “Madam Speaker, we can look to other jurisdictions to see what has
happened. Currently, in Canada, there are about 1,000 people a year who die because of
an impaired driving incident. When Colorado legalized marijuana, deaths due to impaired
driving went up by 40%. In Canada, that would translate to about 400 deaths per year.
Can the member comment on who will be to blame for these deaths after legalization?.... we
always get the comparisons with alcohol and smoking. They say those things are legal, why
can marijuana not be legal. First, there is not really a direct connection with either of those
other products. Neither of those other
products permanently alter one's mind.
MP Cathay Wagantall: When I
Marijuana does permanently alter one's
tell my children that something is
mind.”
not right, and it is something they
MP Bradley Trost: “I will deal with the
argument that the government is making
are thinking about, but their
today. The argument that, “I want to have
government turns around and
my fun and I do not care about the
tells them that it is okay and that
consequences” is not one that I am
it is legal, that is not supporting
prepared to deal with today… The first study
I would like to refer to was sponsored by
parents. The government is
France's National Institute of Higher
pushing this responsibility on
Security and Justice Studies. The institute
them, just like it is pushing the
hired a psychiatry professor at the
University of Pittsburgh, Dr. Erika Forbes, to
responsibility on provinces and
look into marijuana usage around the world.
municipalities.”
The argument that the government is
making is that, if we legalize marijuana, we
will in fact have less usage. We have very
few jurisdictions around the world that have gone for complete legalization, but there are three:
Uruguay, Washington, and Colorado. It has been noted that in each and every one of those
three jurisdictions, usage rates actually went up. In Washington and Colorado, the study says,
usage rates did not move up uniformly in all age brackets and all demographics; they tended to
move up more among adults than among young people. In Uruguay, the study found complete
across-the-board increased usage of marijuana by every age cohort that was measured, the
whole spectrum…. this issue was brought up to me by an aboriginal chief from northern
Saskatchewan, who said they had enough problems with alcohol and the legalization of
marijuana would cause more issues for them. He wishes he had the power to deal with it in his
communities. This is a disaster for many remote communities that deal with severe social
problems.”
MP Glen Motz: “I asked my constituents for feedback on this issue over the summer. The
results were overwhelmingly opposed. Eighty per cent of my constituents surveyed opposed
legalization, 73% saw it as a threat to our public safety, and 75% said it would be an added cost
to taxpayers in the years to come…..I need to comment on the government's commitment to
shift money away from organized crime by legalizing marijuana. Tackling organized crime does
not involve making the criminals' activities legal and regulated. Legalizing gambling did not

eliminate the mafia in Nevada and it did not stop the Hell's Angels in Canada from obtaining a
permit to grow marijuana here and then sell it illegally. These are not simple, small
organizations. They are complex and multinational, with extensive resources.”
MP Kellie Leitch: “As a pediatric surgeon, I spent most of my professional career putting
children back on the playground to play. This bill does exactly the opposite of taking care of
kids. This bill will make it easier to put marijuana in the hands of Canadian children. Liberals like
to talk about evidence-based decision-making, and the importance of science. The science on
this issue is clear: marijuana is a dangerous drug for our young people. It affects their
developing brains….. After years of respecting the science, and telling kids that drugs are
harmful for their growing bodies, the Liberals are simply throwing these evidence-based facts
out the window. Kids are confused. They know that marijuana is bad for their health, but they
are now wondering if it is okay to do this based on the messaging from the government and the
Prime Minister…. I actually meet individuals from one year of age to 18 years of age in clinics
regularly. When I ask the older ones what they think of this legislation, they are confused. They
have told me that they thought they were not supposed to do drugs. When I ask them if they
think marijuana is a drug, they say yes, but
they are being told now that they are allowed
MP Mel Arnold: “Madam
to use it……….. If people do not want to have
a long-term impediment to their future, if they
Speaker, I often hear Liberal
do not want to put themselves in a position
members talk about how they
where they drop out of high school, or have
are going to take marijuana and
an anxiety disorder or schizophrenia, do not
cannabis away from criminal
go near it. However, the government thinks
that children should be allowed to possess it,
activity. The first thing they want
that children should be allowed to share it
to do is to put a tax on it to get a
with their classmates, and that their parents
tax revenue from that. How can
should be allowed to grow it at home and
provide opportunities for children to have
the member possibly think they
access to it.”
will take marijuana and cannabis
MP Tom Kmiec: “Speaking as a father of
growth, and trafficking out of the
three very young children, the youngest born
criminal element when the first
at the beginning of the 2015 election, I cannot
think of an easier way for them to have
thing they want to do is make it
access to marijuana than to allow every single
more expensive than the illegal
household to grow four plants, with absolutely
sector can produce and sell it for
no real supervision.”
MP Alice Wong: “in my home riding of
because of the tax system? How
Richmond Centre, I strongly campaigned
do they think that is possible?”
against the legalization of marijuana and was
re-elected because this is a view that many of
my constituents share. They tell me their
concerns. There are concerns about the awful lingering smell of smoked cannabis, but there are
also concerns about obtaining housing insurance if a tenant decides to grow cannabis plants in
the unit without the landlord knowing about it. Parents are concerned about the safety of their
kids. … One journalist commented that, “Trudeau Liberals are legalizing marijuana as if they're
being forced to”.

